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Academic Day starts with —

e (Greeting with saying ‘Namaste’ by joining Hands together following by 2-3 Minutes
Happy session, Celebrating birthday of any student of respective class and National
Anthem.

Lecture Starts with-
Review of previous Session- Rights : Introduction ,Meaning ,Characteristics &

Classification

Topic to be discussed today- Today We will discuss about

Introduction & Brief Discussion About The Topic- Theories of Rights -1
1. Theory of Natural Rights

2. Legal Theory of Rights

3. istorical or Prescriptive theory of Rights
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1. The Theory of Natural Rights —

This theory maintains that nature is the creator of certain rights and such rights are universal
,srational and eternal .Rights are inherent. They are self —evident truths. Main supportters of this

theory — Hobbes, Locke ,Rousseau ,T.H Green.

Criticism —The term nature and natural are ambiguous .There is no unanimity among the

scholars regarding the list of natural it is assumet his theory does not lay emphasis on duties.

Contribution- This theory played and important role against the absolutism represented by kings

,the papacy and feudalism. This theory gave rise to many valuable democratic principles .

2. Legal Theory of Rights

This theory maintains that rights are the creations of the law of the state. State is the only source
of rights. The state guarantees and enforces rights .There are no absolute rights .Main supporters

of this theory- Hobbes , Austin ,Ritchie and Salmon.

The legal theory of rights entrusts three functions of the state with regard to rights . The first
function is to determine the rights . The second function is to define the scope of rights .The

third function is to remove hindrances which come in the way of the fulfillment of rights.

Criticism — The legal theory of rights wrongly believes that the state is the creator of rights.
Customs , traditions and morality determines the claims of individual .All rights are not derived
from law alone, it cannot be held that it is the state which determines and accord rights .Right
must be moral i.e they must uphold the values of the community .No state can make corruption a

right.

Contribution-The legal theory of rights contributed to the concept of rights by making it define

and precise..Right demand the the state was its contribution to political theory.
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3. Historical or Prescriptive theory of Rights

According to this theory , rights are the creation of time, based on usages , traditions and customs
According to Edmund Burke rights are created by prescription and they are the result of

collective wisdom and intelligence of a civilization.
Main supporters of this theory — Edmund BURKE, Savigny Maine, Burgess etc.

Criticism -, All the rights of individuals in a community are not based on customs. Only some

rights can be geld as historically evolved.

2.All practices from the past cannot be regarded as rights .

Contribution —

a. It gave to the concept of rights a moral basis .

b. The aim of the individual right was common good.
c. Rights are the creation of time and prescription.
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e University Library Reference-

> Modern Political Science by JC Johari

> Journal - https://edurev.in/t/230650/Rights-Meaning-Theories-Different-Kinds-of-
Rights-1
> Online Reference if Any.

e Suggestions to secure good marks to answer in exam-

» Explain answer with key point answers

1.Theory of Natural Rights

2.Legal Theory of Rights

3.Historical or Prescriptive theory of Rights
Introduction of Theories

Features

Criticism

Contribution

vV V V V V V V V

Conclusion

e Questions to check understanding level of students-

e Explain the Theory of Natural Rights

e Explain the Legal Theory of Rights.

e Small Discussion About Next Topic- Theories of Rights -1
e Academic Day ends with-

National song” Vande Mataram’
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